
Science and Technology Center (STC):
LEARNING THE EARTH WITH ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

& PHYSICS (LEAP)

Summer 2023 Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REU) Program
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

*APPLICATION QUESTIONS*

How do I apply? And when is the application deadline?
The application form is available online. Click here to apply. Applications are due March 10,
2023, 11:59PM EDT.

When is the deadline for letters of recommendation?
Letters of recommendation should be submitted via email to leap@columbia.edu. They may be
submitted after the March 10 application deadline.

What are the application requirements?
● Online application form
● Resumé/CV
● Academic transcript (unofficial is acceptable)
● Statement of interest (500 words about your research goals this summer and your future

plans)
● Letter of recommendation from an academic professor who you have studied with at

your home institution

If selected, when will I be notified about an application decision?
We anticipate notifying applicants with a decision at the end of March 2023

Is there an application fee?
No, there is no application fee.
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*ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONS*

Who is eligible to apply?
We invite applications from students who will be a rising sophomore, junior or senior in Fall
2023 at a college/university in the United States.

Are international students eligible to apply?
Unfortunately, we are only able to offer admission to US citizens and Permanent Residents.

*FUNDING QUESTIONS*

How much is the stipend?
The program offers a competitive stipend of $600 per week for the duration of the program
(June 5 – July 29, 2023).

Is my REU stipend taxable?
1099 forms will be issued to students. Please visit the 1099 tax withholding page for more
information. You should save documentation of the direct deposit of your stipend.

Will travel be provided?
Students are responsible for traveling to Columbia’s campus for the first day of the program.

Will housing be provided? Are housing costs covered?
Students who require summer housing will be housed on Columbia’s campus for the duration of
the program. Yes, housing costs will be covered by the program. The proximity to campus will
allow students to take advantage of Columbia's resources, facilities, and social events during
the summer.

*PROGRAM QUESTIONS*

What are the program dates?
The LEAP Summer REU Program is from June 5, 2023 to July 29, 2023.

Where will the program be located?
The program, including enrichment and social activities, will be at Columbia’s Morningside
Heights campus.

Is the program in-person, remote, or hybrid?
The first three weeks (June 5–23) will be entirely virtual, before students move-in to campus on
June 25 and move-out on July 29.
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What does the program offer?
The Center for Learning the Earth with AI and Physics (LEAP) offers a summer Research
Experience for Undergraduates (REU) program on synergistic innovations in data science and
climate science. This program is in partnership with the Summer at SEAS program, the DSI
Scholars program and the Significant Opportunities in Atmospheric Research and Science
(SOARS) program at UCAR. The REU program hosts undergraduate researchers and offers a
wide array of enrichment learning and networking opportunities. The center is committed to
building a diverse research community at the intersection of geosciences and data sciences
with the objective to build a LEAP community on par with the US population in terms of gender
and race diversity. All students will be supported by research and graduate student mentors.

Are there activities, workshops, and other events planned for the summer?
Yes! LEAP will support summer researchers in their professional development goals. The
summer program will include various workshops on graduate school planning, professional
development skills, research seminars, social events, and more. LEAP will also provide
additional learning and enrichment opportunities in the summer.

I have another summer commitment (e.g., research position or employment), can I still
participate in the LEAP Summer REU Program?
This program will be a full-time commitment that requires students to participate in research,
seminars, and workshops. We strongly recommend students keep other weekly commitments
to a minimum (less than 15 hours per week).

*RESEARCH QUESTIONS*

I have no programming or coding experience. Can I still apply?
We prefer students to have prior experience with coding. However, all eligible students are
encouraged to apply, no matter their coding and programming experience. We may provide
guidance on how admitted students can prepare for the research experiences through
self-guided learning materials before the REU program.

If selected, can I continue my research in the future beyond summer?
Yes. Students wishing to continue their summer research may discuss with their research

mentor(s) continuing their research during the academic year based on feasibility and approval
from the student’s academic advisor.

Please contact our team (leap@columbia.edu) with any questions related to summer research
projects or the REU program in general.
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